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~Bririso NATION. 


HE Affair Lam upen of the pub- 

lick News, Treaties of Peace, 

Propofals, aad Preliminaries, are 
like to take me upa great deal of Time ; 
but as | know you love fome little Intervals 
in al] Things of Length, I bave ventur'd 
to make this Paper a Digreffion about 
Witches and Witchcratt, snd thal return 
to the Subjeét again. 

Ic is net fo much for any We'ght in the 
Quefticn before me, that 1 enter upon a 
Decifion of this kind of Doabt, or from the 
Importunity of the Sender, from whom I 
have feveral Letters, tco long to infere 


~ here, aad whofe aim in it Ido nos forefze; 
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as it is from the Atheiftical tfe which ma- 
ny People make of his Difficulty, and which 
it is evident, they wifh fhould be a Diffi- 
culty, by the Pains they take to make it 
10. 


The Queftion is, whether there is any 
fuch Thing asa Witch ? 


The Letter which the Enquirtr has fent 
me on this Head, I publifh’d befure, Ree 
view N° 83, and need not repeat it here, 
it being tov leng for this Paper, and noc 
ufetul in the Repetitios, tar*her chan co tefl 
vos, that the Author defises my Opinion 

agaiok 


again L4 Honeaw, Webfter, and others, 
who Ridicule the World-for believing 
Witcheratr, or that there was any fuch 
Thing as a Witch ia- Nature. 

It istrue, that it would be a very odd 
Thing that our Laws fyould Empower the 
Judges to Cofdemn, and che Civil Magi- 
firates-to put People co Death tor Witcb- 
craft, if there were ro fuch Thing in the 
Worlds and thac therefore, ‘f it were real- 
ly a Doubs, it would be nece Mary to bring 
that Difficulty to a fudden SoJucion. 

The Author has put me upon Enquiring 
jato the Arguments on eicher fide, between 
Glanvil, Webfter, La Houtan, and ocbers, 
who Obje@, Anfwer, aed Reply, ad in- 
finitum, about this Matter; and one teDs 
me with Affurance enough, that none but 
our Exrepeans are io weaky as to believe 
any Thing about it —— But shrowing afl 
thefe Authors by, asReafoning azainft Foun- 
dations and Principles, contuting Demon- 
ftrations, andtbe like, which is a part of 
Logick I never was taught, I muft cht 
the Queftion fhort, thus. 


x, What is underftoed by a WITCH ? 

2, What has the Scrip‘ure in it, towards 
the Proof of Witchcraft ? 

3. What Dem:.nftrations are there of 
the the Thing, ia common Experi- 
ence ? 


‘1. For it is moft neceflary to underftand 
and cxplain the Term, befcre we can be- 
gin to Argue apon it Wh.t 4 under- 
Rood by a Witch ? 


All the Commentators that I have read 
upon theWord, as ufed in Scripture, a- 
gree 3 That it isOne in Covenant with 
t:eDevil,and ufes bis help todeceive or 
hurt others, See Pool’s Annot.on Levit. 
18, v. Yo. I fhuuid think ie were very 
abfurd, to ask meif there were ever 
any (uch ; after God, in bis Originai 
Inflituces to the Children of d/rael, by 
his Prophet Mofes, had told them ex- 
prefly in that Text, v,to. There foal nct 

be found among you, &c. an Inchanter, 
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rates Bete my 
or 2Witch, or 4 Charmer, ¢ 
with Familiar Spirits, or a Wizarc 
a Necromincer —— See what tollo 
v.12. For al teat dothefe Things are 
an Abominasio. to the Lord, and becaufe — 
of thefe Abominasions, the Lord thyGod 
doth drive them out from before thee. — 
Again, Levit. 19. 31. Regard mat 
them that bave Familiar Spirits ——-. 


Does not this uzeniably prove, iff. That 
fuch are becavfe, ‘uch tharare wo, areaw 
Abomination to the cord; Weuld God have 
exprefs’d his Abhorrence and Deteftation of © 
fuch, if ther- were ot, of could not be 
any fuch Thing in we World? 2. That 
there were fuch amony the Camzazites 5 for 
becaufe they were fuch, the Lord had 
driven them ewt before the Children of 
Ifracl. 

But I think webave a farther, and ua- 
doubted Teftimony of the Fa&, which puts 
tnis Cafe yet farther out of Difpute, viz. 
In the Cafe uf Menaffeb King of Fudab; of 
whom reckoning up bisabomicable Crim: , 
it is faid thus All © ujed “cpant- 
ments, andufed WIICHCRAFT, and 
deals with a Familiar Spirit, and with WV I- 
ZAKDS. 2Chion. 33. 6. 

Wi aay Man after this, a.k us, if there 
is any fuch Thing as a Witch in the World ? 
T think the Queftion maf firft, of courfe, 
fet afide al Scripture Teftimony ; aad this 
tends to abundant Atheifm, which is the 
true Reafon why I mention thefe Things, 
which none uc thofe who can Invalidate 
Scripture and Divine Authority wif Dif- 
pute. 

But as fuch are daily tobe found, who 
Ridiculing all the Accounts of Things in 
the Hely Bibl, take chis for no Argument 3 
therefore I do not go on to New-Tefta- 
ment Evidence, fuch as to Simon the Sor- 
cerer, and toother Evidence: of that kind; 
bur Gad is not without his Teftimory, 
from the Mouths of thofe whs have been 
Convi&ed of Witchraft in al Ages, and 
have coufefs’d, thar they have had a Faml- 
Har, or Perfonal Converfe with the Devil, 
with whom they pave enter’d into Hefith 

Compaés, 


= py ee sa sy . rhe hike 
‘the Hurt and Delu ea oy res 
and their F-Dow-Crestures—— And theie 
I take to be good Evider-c-s agaioft the De- 


vil in this Cale it wou!d be endiefsto e- 
the Records of Juftice are fallof Inftances 
 #a. all Nations, of the Truth of this, parti- 


thefe, and briog Inftances; ‘but 


cularly io England, New-Engtend, aod in 
Scotland; 3n4 this, f reckon, amounss to 
Demonft:a.ioz, as far as we are able to ob- 
tain Demondrations of fo dack a Marter: 


“For the Confeffions of m .ny of chefe wretch- 
_ ed Creatures, have amounted to giving B- 


vidence againft others, aad to bringing fuch 
Particulars, as they have rot only convinc’d 
the Heaters, but the Perforts themfelves, 


nay, even the Devil himfelf, has been o- 


blig’d to give bis Conceffiop, and ackaow- 
ledge the Faa. 
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"Je woukh ft thiv Paper full of a vat Va: 


Tiety of Stories, to: amute aad agiaze the 
Reader, tp go om to Particulars in this 
Cafe, but as I am only enquiring into the 
General, it is not the Bufinett of this Paper, 
it is enough, that chere Is abundant Teftt- 
mony, both from Scripture and from Cri- 
midal. procefs of the Truch'of ir. 


That there are, and ever have been (ach 
People in the World, eho converfe 
Familiatly with the Devil, enter toto 
Compa& with him, and receive Pow. 
ers from him,boch to hurt and deceive, 
and thefe have been in all Agescal’d 
Witches, and it is thefe, chat ous Law 
am ets paras das fach; 
and nk there can be go < 
bate of the Matter. ey, 


MiscELLANEA. 


N thus diftuffing this Point, viz. Whe- 

ther there are fuch Things as Witches 

or 00 3 asd whoare Witches, or Dealers 

with Familiars: It cannot be amifs to bint 

alittle te you, who are wot Witches among 

3 and had | Room here, I mightbe very 
merry with this Particular. 


Aud firft, 1 am perfaaded Parfon Higgens 
is no Witeb, in his new Conda@ in ireland, 
any more thas he was in his Sermon at the 
Chappei Royal, that cither be fhould 
thiak rbat Sermon would mot be Refented 
by Her Majefty, at a Time when che Queen 
had juft exprefs'd her Willingaels, otto 
have thofe Points Debated among us—— 
Or that the Bench ofJuftices would pear bis 
bidding, them have acare they did not pre- 
voke him fo; asto make him forget he was 
a Clergy-Man, -Anglice tay by bis Goren and 

bi them. 

Pest do Ithink the Mayor pf 7iymim'b 


a Witch, no, not in the leat degree, wie 
iv order to put a Matl-Man into a vacant 
Cherch there, over the Beflies of the Cor- 
poration, whofe known Right it is, has 
brokea opes che Jown Cheff, and Role the 
Corporation Seal, to affix.to a fham Inftre- 
meat of Gift'te the faid Clergymian4 If 
he had beet a /7acb, his Devil would have 
told him, That as foon as ever the Record - 
er and Corporation had found out his Kna- 
very, they would ove him as he deferv'd, 
which, it feems, tbey favein part done s 
having taken the Freedom to difpoftefs him 
ot his Chair, and cboofe one, thac ints hd- 
ped will be more a Witch than he, to Go- 
vern in his ftead. 

Neither do I thiok the Clergy-Men of 
Colchefter Witches, in cheir Ecclefiaftical 
Capacities, who rather thao they would 
Jec an Honeft Neigiouring Clergy.Men 
Preach in theic Puipit:, becaufe a litle 
more Moderate than they defi:’d he thould 
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be s had neither. fo much Maders to. the 
Chief-Magiftrate-of che Town, as'to give 
bim. leave to cheofe. a Mun that he tik’d, to 
Vreach before him, or regard enoygh to 
the Work of Gad, as not to choole rather 
to have the Introdv@ion of a Maycr be 


mide withouta Sermon, than thatithhould ~ 


be Preach’d by.¢ Man they did not like,:. 
Our Modera Politiciaos too, who form 
-Bartision-Tceaties, .Clandeftine Negotiati- 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


“HYS- is ‘te give Notice, That 

&9 -Meflieurd Brook’ and Bevier of Lon- 
dom, Merchants, who do now give fach 

eceral, Satisfa€tion in Retailing their New 
Natura Portugal Wines in the faid City, 
(being the beft that have come from Portu- 
gat for many: Years paft) have-for the more 
effectual fupplying the other Parts of the 
Kingdom, caus’d Ships to Sail dise@ly fr 
Portugek to the following Plates, w 
they are Arriv’d wish the like Natural 
Wines, being the only Nv Wines tbat are 
wow there, or can Arrive this Seafon 5 which 
Wines are to be fold by the followiag Per- 
fons, -in the refpe@tive. Placer, vige By Mr. 
Barth, Avent in Plymouth ; Meflicurs Fames 
aad Jobn, Avpeld jn Partfmowh; . Metheurs 
Fames Wepewan, and. Fohu:. sin : Tare 
mouth; Mr. Sofeph Taylor of Wysbicb.ia Lynn 
R-gis; Mc.Crowlein Hull ; Mr. fof. Stone 
in Gainsborough.; Mr. William Pro@or ta 
Newcaftls upon Tynes, Note, the Price, 
vize The Views Wines.at 14 J. per Hogthead 
aE at § $-.4. 4... per Gallon, -aad the Operso 
Wines at:16/. per Hagthead, or: 6.s.per 
Gallos. 


Fuft Pull fo'd (many Thoufands of rhe former 
Editions baving fold in a vittle times) 

R. Marten’s Seventh Bdition of his 

LVL. Book and Sccomd Edision of bis Ap 
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‘ons,: and Artigles of Peace for ur, andtatk — 
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pendix, concerniog Seeres Difeafes, both 
compriz’d in-Oxe Volume, with Amendments, 
aod many hundred Additions : [t being 
the laft he will ‘ever write; and it is pre- 
famed, contains as much any can write on 
that Subjeét, for the Benefit of Patients; all 
‘the Degres aod Symptoms, Ways of Con. 
tradling, certain Signs difcovering,Nature 
Kinds, and Cure, being thewo; asalfothe 
‘Ufe and of Mercury ; Mifchiefs by 
cks, Effects of ill Cures,Seminal Weak- 
nefles, and all other Secret Infirmities in 
both Sexes: relating to that Infeétidn, 
ec. are from Reafomand long Experience 
explicated and detected -neceffary for the 
’ Perafal of all-that have, or ever had the 
leaft Injury that Way, and valve the 
Health.and Welfare of themfeives and Po- 
fterity ;% that Diftemper, if not toralty 
eradicated, proving daogerous as well as 
ebnoxious, The whole imterfpers’d wich 
Prefctiptions, Obfervations, Hiftories, Let- 
ters, and Proofs of many.remarkable Cafes 
and Cures. By fate Marzer, Surgeon: 
Sold at bis Honle in. Aetten-Girden ; a8 al- 
worth on Lowdon-Bridge, P.'Varrene at See 
weca's Head in the Strand; C. King.in Wefk. 
minfler-Ha0,.M.Atkinvia $+. Paul's Churcti« 
¥ard, Bookfellers, and Q.-euch.ia the 
Little Otd Bujlp. : Pr..Bound 7 5. 6de! 
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